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» afl for making more effeBual provifians for the govern- the fame are hereby revoked, annulled, and made  rule of criminal iaw, or mode of proceeding thereon,

ment of 1be province of Quebec in North-America.

HEREAS his majefty, by his ‘royal
proclamation, bearing date’the feventh

void, from and after the firlt day of May, one thou-
fand feven hundred and feventy-five. -~
And for the more perfef fecurity and eafe of the

minds of the inhabitants of the faid province, it is here-

day of O&ober, in the third year by declared, that his Majefty's fubjeéts, profefling the
of Tis teign, - tought fir todeckare—erigionof the church of ome of and-in-the {aid

the provifions which had been made in

refpelt to certain coEm:rigs, territories and_ x_ﬂands in
merica, ceded to his majelty by the definitive treaty

f peace, concluded‘ at Paris, on the t;nth of Febru-.
ary, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-three : and
hereas, by the arrangements made by the faid r.oy':l
roclamation, a very large extent of country, within
which there were feveral colonies and fettlements of
the fubje€s of France, who claimed to remain therein
undcer the faith of the faid treaty, was left, without any
provifion being made for the atimipiftration of civil go-
vernment therein ; and certain parts of the territory of
Canada, where fedentary fifheries had _been _eﬁab!iihed
and carried on by the {ubjects of France, inhabitants
of the faid province ef Canada, under granfs and con-
ceflions from the government thereof. were annexed to

the

jected to regulations incohfiftent with the nature of
fuch fiheries : may it therefore pleafe your moft excel-
lent majetty that it may be enacted; and be it enatted
by the king's mott excellent majefty, by and with the
advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal,
and comnmons. in this prefent parliament "aflembled,
and by the authority of the fame, thatall the territo-
rics, iflands, and countries in North-America, be-
longing to the crown of Great Britain, bounded on
the fouth by a line from the bay of Chaluets, along
the high lands which divide the rivers that empty them-
felves into the river <aint Lawrence from thofe which
£l into the fea, to a point in forty-five degrees of
northern latitude, on the caftern bank of the river con-
netticut, keeping the fame latitude direétly welt,
through the lake C
tude, it mects the river st. Lawrence; from thence up
the eaftern bank of the {aid rviver to the lake Ontario,
thencethrough the lake Ontario, and theriver commonly
_called :¥iagara ; and thence along by theeaitern and fouth
eaftern bank of lake Lrie, followmggfe {aid bank, until the
{ame fhall beinterfe€ted by thenurthern boundary, grant-
ed by the charter of theprovince of I‘ennfylvania, in cale
the fame fhall be fo interfetted ; and from thence along
the faid northern and weftern boundaries’ of the faid
province, until the faid weftern. boundaries ftrike the
~Ohio: but.in cafe the faid bank of the faid lake fhall
not be found to be fo interfeted, then following the
fid bank until it fhall arrive at that'point of the faid
bank which fhall be neareft to the itorth weftern angle
of the faid province of Pennfylvania, and thence, by a
right line, to the {xid north” weftern angle of the faid
province; and -thence along the wefteri. poundary of
the faid province, until it ftrike the river Ohio: and
along the bank of the fid river, weftward, to the
banks of the twiffifippi, and northward to the fouthern
boundary on the territory granted to the merchants ad-
venturers of England, tmdir!\f55 to Hudfon's bay; and
alfo ail fuch territories, iftands; and countries, which
Inave, fince the tenth ofFEbr 7,*one thoufand feven
hundred and fixty-three, been made part of the go-
vernment of Newfoundland, be, and they are hereby,
during his majefty‘s pleature, annexed to, and nade
art and parcel of the province of Quebec, as “created
and eﬂabﬁﬂled by the faid royal proclamation of the
feventh of O&ober, one thoufand féven hundred and
fixty-three.
Provided always, that nothing

herein contained, re-
thall
in any wife affect the boundaries of any other colony.

Provided always, and be it ena&ad, that nothing in
this A€t contained fhall extend, or be conilrued to ex-
tend, t° make void, or to vary or alter any right, title,
or poffeflion: derived under any grant, conveyance,
-or otherwife ho:vfoever, of or to any lands withgn the
faid province, or ti€ provinces thereto adjoining; but
that the fame fhall re;nain and be in fore, and have ef-
fe&, as if this act had never been made. i

And whercas the provx.lons,_n_'ade by the faid pro-
‘clamation, in refpet to_tiie civil government'd the
faid province of Quebec, and the s 3
ties given to the governor and other civil officers of
the lga‘ d province, %)y the grants and_commiffions iffued
in confequence thereof, have been found, upon expe-
.Tience, te be inapplicable to tiie n ;
of tht faid province, the inhabitants whereof amounted
above fixty-five thoufand perfons
en-
loying an cftablithed form of conftitution and fyftem of
aws, by which their perfons and property had been
prote&ted, governed, and ordered for a long feries of
years, from the firft eftablifhment of the faid province

profefling the religion of the chuich of Rome, and

_ of Canada ; be-it therefore further enacted by the du-
- thority aforefaid, that the faid _proclamation,

fo far as
the fame. relatzs to the faid vince of Quebec and
the commiffion under the alithority whercof the go-
virnment of the faid province is at prefent admini-
firated, and all and every the ordinance »nd ordinances
made by the governor and council of Quebec for the
- time being, re
-niftraticn of juftice in the faid
niflions to judges and other o
L {

ative to the civil government and admi.

&rovince, and all com-

Ticers thereof, be, and
-~

overnment of Newfoundland, and thereby fub- -

Champlain, until, in_the fame lati-

owers and authori-’

tate and circumftances—lifetime,

vince of Quebec, may have, hol1, and enjoy the free €x-
ercife of the religion of the cfurch of Rome, fubject to
the King's fupremacy, declar andeftablithed by an att
made in the firft year of the reign of Queen | lizabeth,
over all the dominions and countries which then did,
or thereafter fhould belong to the imperial crown of
this realm ; and that the cﬁ:rgy of the {aid church may
holds receive, and enjoy their accuftomed _ dues am_i
rights, with refpect to fuch perfons only “as thall profefs
the faid religion. ' )

Provided neverthelefs, that it fhall be lawful for his
Majelty, his heirs or fucceflors, to make fuch provifion
out of the reft of the faid accuftomed dues nng rights,
for the encouragement of the proteftant religion, and
for the muintenance and fupport of a proteftant clergy
within the faid province, as he or they fhall, from time
to time think neceffary and expedient.

Provided always, and be it enafted, that no perfon
profefling the religion of the church of Rowme, and re-
fiding in the faid province, fhall be obliged to take the
oath required by the faid ftatute paffed in the firft year
of the reign of Qx}c\acn i.lizabeth, or any other oaths fub-
ftituted by any other aé in the place thereof, but that
every fuch perfon, who, by the {aid ftatute, is required
to take the oath therein mentioned, fhallbe obliged, and
is hereby required, to take and fubfcribe the followin
oath betore the governor, or fuch other perfon in fuch
court of record as his Majefty fhall appoint, who are
hereby authorifed to adminiiter the fame, viz.
I A. B, do fincerely promife and fwear. that Iwill be faith-

ful and bear trae allegiance to bis Majefly King George,
and bim awiil defend to the utmoft of my power, againfl all
traitercus confpiracies, and amempts awbatfoever, avhich
fball be made againfl his perfon, erows, and dignity ; and 1
awill do the utmoft of my endedvour to dijclofe and make
known to bis Majefly, bis beirs and fucceflors, all treafins
“and traiterous confpiracies, which 1 jbali know to be againfi
bim, or any of them, and all this I [wear without ay equi-

wocation, M evafion, or jecret refervation, and re-
nouncing al! pardons and difpenfations, from any powver

or perfon awbomfoever to the contrary.—350 help me GOD.

And every fuch perfon, who fhall neglett or refule to
take faid oath before mentioned, fhallincurand be liable
to the fame penalties, forfeitures, difabilities, and inca-
pacities,
negleétingy or Tefufing to take the oath required by the
faid ftatufe paffed in the firft year of the reign of Queen
Elizabeth.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,
that alt his Majefty's Canadian fubjes, withia the pro-
vince of Quebec, the religious orders and cominunities
only excepted, may alfo %old and enjoy their property
and poffeffions, together with all cuftoms and ufages re-
lative thereto, and all other their civil rights, in as large
ample, and beneficial manner, as if the faid proclamati-
on, commiflions, ordinances, and other aéts and inftru-
ments, had not been made, andas may confiit with their
allegiance to his Majetty,
and parliament of Great Britain ; and that in all mat-
ters of controverfy, relative to property and civil rights,
refort fhall be had to the laws of Canada, as the rule
for the decifion of the fame ; and ali caufes that fhall here-
after be inftituted in any of the courts of juitice, to be
appointed within and for the faid Frovincc by his Ma-

 jefty, his heirs and_fucceffors, fhall, with refpeét to fuch.

. "property and rights, be determined agreeably to the faid

aws and cuftoms of Canada, until they fhall be varied
or altered by any ordininces that fhall, trom tims to
time be paffed in the faid province by the go-
vernor, lieutenant-governor, or commander in chief for
the time being, by and with the advice and content of
the legiflative council of the fame, to be appointed in
manner hereafter mentioned

and fubjection to the crown

Provided always, that nothing in this- aét’ contained

fhall extend, or be conffrued toextend to any lunds that

" have been granted by his Majefty, his heirsand fucceflors
" to be holden in free and common foccage. E
Provided alfo, that it fhall and may be lawful to and

for every perfon that is owner of any lands,” goxds, ur «

credits, in the faid province, and that has a right to a- <

or credits, in his or her.
by deed of fale, gift, or otherwife, to d=vifz or
bequeath the fame at his or her death, by his or her laft
will and teftament; any law, ufage, or cuftom hereto-
fore or now prevailing in the province, to the contrary
hereof, in any-wife notwithftanding; fuch will being ex-
ecuted, either according to thedaws of Canada, or ac-
cording to the forms prefcribed.by the laws of England,
And whereas the certainty and lenity of the criminal
law of England, and the benefits and advantages refult-
ing from the ufe of it, have been fenfibly felt Y)y the in-
habitants, from an experience of more than nine years,
during which it has been uniformly adminiitered j be it
therefore further enatted by the authority aforefaid,
That the fame fhal! be admini‘tered, and fhall be eb-
ferved as law in the province of Quebec, as well in the
defcription and quality of the offence as in the method
of profcription and trial ; and the punithments and for-
feitures thereby inflicted to the exclufion of cvery other

lienate the faid lands, goods,

N
RN |
AR

A
!,

RS AP SR
B {l"‘,("" s ~

waich did or aigat prevail mn e iaid prviace before
the y=ar of our ;,01d vne tiotand teven hindred and
‘;x:y tour ; any thing 1 tius ace to the con.rary thireof
n any seipect notwith. anding j  {ubject nevercheie’d o
fuch aterations and amendmeits as the goveraor, heu-

h
Y

kD

%
it

e b g P

enant-governor, or commander_in chict _for the ti.ae
being, by and with the advice aud conieut of the le-
“gillanve councii of the faid province, hzreafter to e’
appointed, thall, trom tune to time, caule to be made
therein, in manner herein .fter dicected,

And whereas 1t maysbe necefiary to ordain many re-
guiations for the future weitare and good goverament
of the province of Quebec, tiic vccafions of winch.can-
not now be forefeen ;- nor without much deluay and jn-
conveniznce, be proviued for, without intru ing that
authority, ‘or a certain time, and under proper re..ric-
tions, to perfons refident tnure: and whereas it is at
pretent inzxpadient to call an atfembly ; be it therefore
enacted by the auihority aforetard, rhat it fhall and

may be lawful for his maje 'y; his heirs and fucceffors,, -

by warrant under his or their fignet or figh manual, and
with the advice of the priwy council, to conftitute and
appoint a council ror the airairs of the province of Que-
bec. to comit of fach perions refident there, not ex-
ceeding twenty-three, nor lefs than feventesn, ashis
majeity, his heirs and tucceffors, {hall be pleated to ap-
point ; and, upon the death, removal, or abfence of
any of the members of the 1aid council, in lice manner
to ‘con titute and appoint tuch and fo many other perion
or perions as thau e ncgcﬂhry to l}xppiy tue vacancy or
vacancies ; whica council, 0 appointed and nominated,
or the major pavt therect, fhali have tull power and au-
thority to ma e ordinances for the peace, welfare, and
good goveriiment, of tie faid province, with the con'ent,
of his majet:y’s guvernor, or, in his ablence, of the heute-
naLt-govel Bur, of commander inchuetforthe timne being.
Provided @.ways, s hat nothing in this a&t contained
fhall extend to authorue or impower the faid iegiila~
tive council to lay any taxes or duties withia the faid
province, fuch rates and taxes ouy excepted as the in-
habitauts of any town or diarict witinn the iaid pro=
_vince may be authoriied by the faid Touncit to ailets,
levy, and apgly, within the 12id town or diariét, for ihe
purpofe of mu. ing roads, ereéting and repairing public
buildings, or for uny other purpole refpeituing thelacal
convemence and cecconomy of fafs towa or ditriét.
Provided alio, and be it enated by the authority
aforelaid, That cvery ordinance fo to be made, than,
within fix months, be tranimitted by the Governor, or,
in his abfence, by the lieatenani-governor or com-

as he would have incurred and beemrliabie tofor—mamderin chief for the time being and laid before his

majeity for his royal approbation ; and it his majeny
thall think fit to difaliow thereof, the fame thall ccaie
and be void from the time that his majesy's order in
council thereupon fhall be promulgated at (uebec.
Provided alio, ‘fhat no ordinance touching rel:igion,
or by which any punifiment may be inflicted greater”
than fine or imprifonment ror three months, fhaui be of
any force or aifcét, until the iame thall have reccived
his majet:y’'s approbation. ]
Proyided alfo, 1hat no ordinance fhall  be paffed at
any meeting of the council where lefs than a mgjoricy
of the whoie council is pretent, or at uny time excepc
between the firt-of Jauuary aad the fir ddy of "vay,
unlcis upon fome urgent occafion, i1 which caw every
member thereot refident at Quevec, or within ffty miies
thereof, fhall be perfonaliy wuminonzd by the gover:.or,
or, in hisdbience, by tne higutenait-governor, or cum-
mander in chief {or the time beiig, o attend tuefama.
- Aid be it further enacted” by the authosity-aforetaid,
That nothing herem contained thail extend, or be.go.-
firucd to extend, to prevent or hiader nis maje y, his
_heirs and ‘1uccetlors; by his or their letters pateat-under
the great feal of Creut Eritain, from cr.cting, con' i-
tuting, and appointing, fuch courts af criminal, civil,
and ecclefianical juritdiction within and for tne faid
province of Guedzc and appointing, trom tuns to tune,
the judges and olicers thereof, as hus maje y, nis heics
ana fuccaors, fhiut thin. necellary and proper for the
circum tances of the faid province.

Frovided always,-and itas ‘pereby enacted, That no- _

thinyg insthis aét contained thal extend, or be conitrued
to extend, to repeal or mave void,; within the faid pro-
vince of Quebec, any act or aéts of the parliament of
(-reat Britain heretotore made, for prohibitinggresrain--
ing br reguiating, the trade or commerce of hismajey's
coonies and plantations in America; but that all and
every the faid atts, and allo all afts of parliament,
heretofore made concerning or refpzéting the faid co-
lonies and plantations, thall be, and are hereby declared
to be in force, within the faid province ot Quebec, and
every part thereof. :
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PETERSBURGH, Juan 17.

rDMIRAL. KNOWLES, “who had entered into
the fervice of Ruffia, has atked and obtained bis
‘difiniflion. This officer is, returning to Englaud, but
he is to retain the half of his appointment, \
WARSAW, Fune ag. It is confid:ntly aflerted that a
great mil'undcrﬂandinilms of late taken place between
the emperor and the king of, Prufia, occafioned by
fome pretenfions made by the =la&or of <axony to the
repub ic of Poland, and’ foms claims made by prince
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